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as seen in West African prisons, in which the condition

appears to be due largely to unsuitable food and to yield
most readily to treatment with magnesium sulphate,
ipecacuanha being useless and opium actually harmful.

Dr. Madeleine S. Baker discusses the temperature curve in

pulmonary tuberculosis, noting among other things the

production of intermittent pyrexia by the tubercle bacillus
alone without the presence of pydgenic organisms and also
the occurrence of apyrexial cases of progressive disease ;
while Sir John Moore contributes an article proving once
more by statistical evidence the efficacy of vaccination in
the prevention of small-pox. 11 He that hath ears to hear,
let him hear."

Jahreskurse f. Arztliche Fortbildung. (Annual Post-

graduate Course in monthly parts.) July number.
Munich: Lehmann. Price 16 marks per annum. This

number is devoted to the subject of gynmcology and

- obstetrics, the former by Professor Veit and the latter by
Professor Franz. The role of the X rays in uterine therapy
is discussed at some length, and the evidence in favour of
its employment for myomata brought forward and compared
with the somewhat similar claims made for Apostoli’s treat-
ment when the latter was introduced. In the subject of
- cancer of the uterus the chief emphasis is laid upon the

arly diagnosis and the thoroughness of removal. It appears

probable to the writer that the abdominal removal of

the malignant uterus will be the routine operation of the
future, even if it has not become so already. The high
mortality of the early operations has now been superseded
by much better results. As evidence of this, Wertheim’s
and Zweifel’s recent figures with 160 recoveries in 173 cases
are quoted. The subject of so-called endometritis is one of
great complexity, and its etiology and treatment are

critically considered. A favourable view is taken of the use

of serum injections for those cases of uterine haemorrhage
without definite local disease. In the treatment of post-
operative peritonitis the injection of sterile camphorated
oil (about 50 to 100 cubic centimetres) appears to

have given very good results. In the treatment of

uterine displacements, especially prolapse and retroversion,
the use of the pessary is condemned very strongly, and
the correct manner of operative treatment indicated. The

section on obstetrics contains an extremely valuable epitome
of the results obtained (chiefly by German authors) in the

treatment of contracted pelvis. The size of true conjugate
in contracted pelves permitting of delivery through the

vagina is given as between 9 5 and 6 5 centimetres, and this
size allows of ready classification into three degrees, one
centimetre dividing each from the next. High forceps,
preliminary version, and premature delivery are all con-

demned because of the high child mortality which they
- cause (between 25 and 50 per cent.). Symphyseotomy Ihas now been almost entirely replaced by heboste-

- otomy, the operation in which the body of one pubic
bone is divided from within outwards by means

- of a wire saw. This avoids the urethra which lies
in the mid-line and is not likely to lead to non-

union. But in considering the results of the operation in
700 cases, the maternal mortality is 5 per cent. and that of
the children 4 ’3 per cent. (as compared with about 2 and
40 respectively in the case of the above alternative measures),
so that this operation can claim to save a large number of
children but at the expense of a small number of mothers.
The operation should not be employed in pelves of less

diameter than 7 centimetres. The various modifications
of C&aelig;sarean section (extra-peritoneal and vagina)) and

the value of morphia scopolamine anaesthesia are shortly
described. The subject of getting patients up within a

few days of operation or delivery is considered in both sections
of the book and recommended.

New Inventions.
THE NICURA BICYCLE STAND AND LOCK.

THE accompanying illustration shows a very useful and
comparatively simple attachment to a bicycle which serves to
keep the machine in an upright position when not in use, and
at the same time to prevent anyone but the owner from using
it. It is thus at the same time a stand and a lock. The

ends of the stand fit to the axle of the back wheel, and is

kept in position by the nuts at each end at the axle. Its

position is strengthened by the use of stays on the horizontal
bars. By means of hinges the stand can be brought into a
position over the mud-guard and just at the back of the fork
immediately under the saddle. It is then parallel, in fact,
with the fork, and may be kept there by means of a small
spring and clamp attached to the saddle pillar. When the
stand is brought down near the ground the bicycle is pushed
a few inches backwards, when it mounts the stand in trunnion-
like iashion. At the same time a lock on the stand,
situated a few inches below the axle of the bicycle, receives
a bolt which locks the stand, which can then only be released

again by a key. As soon as the lock is turned by the key
the bicycle is pushed forward a little, the back wheel comes
to the ground again, and the stand may then be swung
round out of the way over the mud-guard and fastened
there. With a little experience the Nicura stand is easily
fitted to any ordinary bicycle; it costs 6s. and does not weigh
more than 2 pounds. Amongst the obvi)us advantages of
the stand are: (1) the bicycle can, as soon as it is dismounted,
be put into an upright stable position, so that the uncertain
recourse to a lamp-post, the kerb, &c., is not required ;
(2) in that position it is, at the same time, locked, so that
the machine cannot easily be stolen ; (3) it is equally safe
in the bicycle shed ; and (4) the raising of the back wheel
from the ground enables the parts of the machine (gear-case,
speed-gearing, chain, and so forth) to be easily examined
and cleaned, the wheel and chain being free to move without
any motion of the bicycle itself. The stand is supplied by
the " Nicura " Patents Co., of 110, Fenchurch-street, London,
E. C.

WE are requested to state that the Uni-
versities Mission to Central Africa are in need of the assist-
ance of a medical man in their mission work, one who would
go out to Nyassaland for a period of not less than two years,
who is in sympathy with the aims and methods of the
mission and a communicant member of the Church of

England. There are small hospitals or dispensaries at each
of the stations in the diocese and several nurses at

Nyassa; at Likoma (the central station) the out-patients
in 1908 numiered 37,268 and the in-patients 326 The
medical man would be required to superintend the hos-

pit,a.ls, visit patients, and take the medical care of the
staff.


